



CLEAR LAKE BOYS BASKETBALL
Some answers to “typical” questions about Clear Lake Boys Basketball are included in this handout.  

1.
WHAT IS CLEAR LAKE BOYS BASKETBALL.  - CLBB is a local recreational basketball league that is run by an all-volunteer organization to foster the development of youth basketball.  It is has been in the Clear Lake area for over 20 years.  

2. DESCRIBE THE REGULAR SEASON - The season starts in October with signups for the winter season.  Open tryouts occur in October, as well as signups for returning players. The next step is to hold player tryouts in November in front of league coaches for the purposes of drafting teams.  Practices start in December.  League games and practices (typically 2-3 activities per week) go through January and February.   In early March league championships take place in each age group.  Following the league championship, each division has a tournament for all teams that ends in a tournament champion. This concludes also in March.

Cost -  2007/8 Costs for our non-profit program are  to be determined. CCISD has implemented a significant multi-year increase in rental rates. Final costs for CLBB for 2007-8 season will be finalized and posted in September of 2007.

3.       WHY TRYOUTS TO GET IN THE LEAGUE?  - As CLBB grew in popularity, the number of players wanting to play has exceeded the available gym space the league has been able to “rent” from local CCISD schools, as well as the number of adults willing to volunteer to be a coach.  To find a fair way “get in”, the method of tryouts was selected several years ago.  New players are evaluated for basketball skills at the open tryouts to attempt to provide an impartial evaluation, letting the boys “compete” to get in the league.   Once a player successfully gets in, that player is eligible each year to retain his position in the league as a returning player.  

Currently our limit for team formation has been limited by both the availability of volunteer coaches, and gym space.  CLBB trys very hard to not form teams without a coach.  You either make the tough choice to limit the league size to “FIT” the number of coaches, or you end up forming a team without a coach and then the players on that team will very likely not have a good experience, even though “they got in”. 

CLBB also limits the number of players to a team to 8/team.  This number provides for a optimal number of players for a coach to provide playing time for each player.  (CLBB recognizes this limit does result in a waitlist of at least 1-7, even if enough coaches and gym space are identified.)

4.      WHERE ARE GAMES PLAYED - Most of the games are played in local CCISD schools, focused mainly in the intermediate schools and high schools.  Typically CLBB is in Clear Lake, Space Center, and Seabrook  Intermediate schools.   In addition, we also have played in both Clear Brook and Clear Lake High Schools and the Clear Lake Recreation Center.

Games and practices occur Monday through Friday nights, usually between 6-9:30pm, and also all day (9 am-9: 30 PM) on Saturdays.

5. SO HOW MANY OPENINGS ARE THERE IN EACH LEAGUE – Currently we have fixed each division to a maximum of 8 teams with 8 players a team.   Returning players from the previous year are automatically guaranteed a spot if they properly register for the consecutive seasons.  We also have to identify coaches for a team prior to formation.  The % of players that return in each group varies, so the number of openings for returning age groups varies.  Typically between 5-15 openings occur each year.

The  9 year old division has no returning players, so the maximum number of openings will be 64, subject to identification of 8 coaches for the newly forming age group.
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6. WHAT DIVISIONS ARE THERE IN CLBB - Single age group divisions play in ages 9-12 League age is based on your age as of the upcoming JULY 31St.. The 9’s and 10’s are called the Junior Division, and the 11’s and 12’s are the Major Division..  A SENIOR division includes 13-14 year olds that play together.  Also, we have  the High School division that includes all students who are in high school called the Pro Division.  For the past several years we have split the high school into a 9-10 and 11-12th divisions.  Note, in high school, players play by grade not age.

7.
HOW ARE TEAMS FORMED - All players go through a player evaluation workout in front of league coaches.     New teams are picked each year in a player draft.  Even the coach’s son’s go through tryouts.  In their case, the coaches (less the DAD) evaluate coach’s sons and a draft round is selected for that player, and that becomes the round he is protected and  must be taken by.  The goal of the draft is to try and get as balanced a set of teams as possible.

8.
WHAT ARE SOME BASIC LEAGUE RULES?


Games lengths for juniors are four, six minute stop time quarters. Majors, seniors, and Pros play four, eight minutes quarters.  Junior , Major and Senior players are required to play one full quarter in each half and every player must sit one full quarter in each game.   Pro division Players are required to be played one full quarter in each game, and make an appearance in each half.  


In the Juniors , defenses are restricted from playing a zone defense, allowing only man to man defenses (with double-teaming allowed).  Also, in the Juniors and Majors, teams are restricted from full court pressing except for designated times.  Majors and above are allowed to play zone defenses.


In Seniors and Pros, teams can play either zone or man to man, and can play full court defense the entire game.  

9.  
CAN I COACH?   


The league is always having to recruit new coaches, especially in the Junior age group, that does not have as many returning players (and coaches).  The commitment to coaching in basketball includes very limited time, in that our activities for practicing are restricted to ONLY your scheduled times.  No practices outside of the leagues scheduled time is allowed.  This is usually 1-3 hours each week, MAX!  Add the 10-12 games and you realize YOU CAN MAKE TIME to have a very exciting and rewarding experience.  To apply, see any league official at tryouts and fill out a coach’s application. (Or give a call to Mark Vranderic - League President for more information email markvranderic@sbcglobal.net)

10. ALLSTARS  - For 2007 Allstars are now going to be an Allstar Game at each age group in the Juniors and Majors  Division.   All-stars are also elected in the Senior division, and these players become eligible to play in a “second season” program those CLBB sponsors.  This second season includes a 10 game, no practice format  targeted for 7-8th grade intermediate school players, plus these league All-stars.  This 5-week season occurs in April and May prior to the end of school. 

11. INVOLVEMENT - Want to be part of the CLBB as a coach, sponsor, board member, helper, etc...Talk to any CLBB board member.   Our league survives by the individual time that our CLBB volunteers are giving to help make this league a successful program for all the boys playing in the league.

12.  League Boundaries.     Each age group has some defined boundaries as noted below.  Players outside these boundaries can play subject to clbb board approval and availability.  

The following boundaries were established to maintain the present size of the league.  All players must live north of the Clear Lake/Clear Creek natural boundary line, and east of Interstate 45.

Boys must attend (or be zoned for) one of the following schools:

Elementary School

Armand Bayou, Bay, Brookwood, Clear Lake City Elementary, Falcon Pass, McWhirter, North Pointe, Robinson, Ward, Whitcomb and White.

Middle School

CLIS, SCIS, SIS

 and WIS (for students who also attended Ward, Whitcomb, or McWhirter; or attended one of the above listed elementary school and are now at WIS as part of the WAVE program).

High School

CLHS and CBHS

This division is large enough to accommodate players from both high schools at this time.  This is subject to change in the future.
For other ? about CLBB , please inquire via email to – Markvranderic@sbcglobal.net
